NAIA Recruiting Info...

The varsity athletic experience can and should contribute to the participant's educational and personal development. Consequently, the selection of a four-year college or university at which to continue your education is of tremendous importance. The quality and breadth of the institution's academic offering, the quality of the coaching staff, the nature and sphere of athletic competition and the institution's philosophy regarding athletics as an integral part of the educational process are important considerations. We feel that the NAIA philosophy is sound and that participation in a well-conducted intercollegiate athletics program will provide an added dimension to your college experience. Best wishes in this important endeavor
NAIA ELIGIBILITY REGULATIONS
THE FOLLOWING CRITERIA MUST BE MET IN ORDER FOR YOU TO BE ELIGIBLE TO REPRESENT A MEMBER INSTITUTION IN ANY MANNER (SCRIMMAGES, INTERCOLLEGIATE COMPETITIONS):
1. YOU MUST, if an entering freshman*, meet two of three entry level requirements.
* An entering freshman is defined as a student who upon becoming identified with an institution has not been previously identified with an institution(s) of higher learning for two semesters or three quarters (or equivalent). 
a. Achieve a minimum of 18 on the ACT or 860 on the SAT taken on or after April 1, 1995; 740 for tests taken prior to April 1, 1995. [Ed. note: The increased score does not reflect an increase in performance. The SAT began using a different scoring scale on April 1, 1995; an 860 on the new scoring scale is equivalent of a 740 under the old scoring scale.] Tests must be taken on a national testing date (residual tests are not acceptable). Scores must be achieved on a single test. 
b. Achieve a minimum overall high school grade point average of 2.000 on a 4.000 scale.
c. Graduate in the top half of your high school graduating class.
The ACT/SAT test must be taken on a national testing date and certified to the institution prior to the beginning of the term in which the student initially participates.
2. YOU MUST be making normal progress toward a recognized baccalaureate degree and maintain the grade points required to remain a student in good standing, as defined by the institution you are attending.
3. YOU MUST be enrolled in 12 institutionally approved or required credit hours at the time of participation. Should participation take place between terms, you must have been identified the term immediately preceding the date of participation.
4. YOU MUST, if a second term freshman, have accumulated nine degree or required credit hours BEFORE identification for the second term of attendance.
5. YOU MUST have accumulated a minimum total of 24 institutional, or required, credit hours the two immediately previous terms of attendance. Up to 12 institutional credit hours earned during the summer and/or non-term may be applied to meet the 24-hour rule, provided such credit is earned AFTER one of the two immediately previous terms of attendance.
6. YOU MAY NOT count repeat courses previously passed in ANY term toward the 24-hour rule.
7. YOU MUST be eligible in your own conference.
8. YOU MUST, if a transfer student from a four-year institution, have eligibility remaining at the institution from which you are transferring to be eligible for further intercollegiate competition.
9. YOU MUST, if a transfer student having ever participated in intercollegiate athletics at a four-year institution, reside for 16 consecutive calendar weeks (112 calendar days), not including summer sessions, at the transferred institution before becoming eligible for intercollegiate competition in any sport in which you participated while attending the previous four-year institution. Exceptions to the 16 calendar weeks' residency will be explained by the institution's faculty athletics representative.
10. YOU MUST be within your first 10 semesters, 12 trimesters, or 15 quarters of attendance as a regularly enrolled student. A term of attendance is any semester, trimester or quarter in which you enroll for nine or more institutional credit hours and attend any class. (Summer sessions are not included, but night school, extension or correspondence courses are applicable to this ruling.)
11. YOU MUST, upon reaching junior academic standing as defined by the identified institution, have a cumulative grade point average of at least 2.000 on a 4.000 scale as certified by the institutional registrar.
12. YOU MUST, to participate the second season in a sport, have accumulated at least 24 semester/36 quarter institutional credit hours.
13. YOU MUST, to participate the third season in a sport, have accumulated at least 48 semester/72 quarter institutional credit hours.
14. YOU MUST, to participate the fourth season in a sport, have accumulated at least 72 semester/108 quarter institutional credit hours. These hours must include at least 48 semester/72 quarter hours in general education and/or your major field of study.
15. YOU MAY NOT participate for more than four seasons in any one sport. A season of competition is defined as participation in one or more intercollegiate contests, whether a freshman, junior varsity or varsity participant or in any other athletic competition in which the institution, as such, is represented during a sport season.
16. Should you participate for two different institutions in the same sport, in the same academic year (example-basketball or fall golf at a junior college and then transfer to an NAIA school and participate in basketball or spring golf), you shall be charged with a second season of competition in that sport unless you earned an associate degree at a junior college in the term immediately preceding the transfer.
17. YOU MUST be an amateur, as defined by the NAIA, in the sport(s) in which you participate. See your athletics director or faculty athletics representative for all amateur regulations as printed in the NAIA Bylaws.
18. YOU MUST, to participate the third and/or fourth season in a sport, have and maintain a total cumulative grade point average of at least 2.000 on a 4.000 scale.
HARDSHIPS deal only with seasons of competition. A hardship request is a request for an exception to the season of competition regulation (see item 15 above). The NAIA does not recognize a hardship granted by the NJCAA. If you were granted a hardship at a previous (non-NAIA) institution, the request must be resubmitted by an NAIA institution. Hardship requests will be considered only if the following criteria are met.
1. The injury or illness is beyond the control of the student-athlete and/or coach, and incapacitates the student-athlete from competing further during the season. Verification by an M.D. or D.O. is required.
2. The athlete shall not have participated in more contests or dates than the Association's allowable number in any sport recognized by the NAIA during the school year. Contact a member institution for the number per sport.
3. Participation after being examined by a physician and before receiving written medical clearance shall nullify hardship consideration.
Remember, athletes, as well as member institutions, are responsible for knowing and abiding by NAIA rules and regulations as outlined in the NAIA OFFICIAL HANDBOOK. Violations of any eligibility regulations by you, as an athlete, shall:
1. make you ineligible, resulting in your immediate withdrawal from intercollegiate competition in that sport for that season;
2. find you charged with a season of competition and a term of attendance for participating;
3. cause an investigation by the NAIA National Eligibility Committee that could charge you with a second season of participation or the loss of all future eligibility for playing while ineligible;
4. disallow any honors, or consideration of such honors, awarded by the NAIA; and
5. cause your institution to forfeit all contests in which you participated.


SCHOLARSHIPS, GRANTS-IN-AID AND STUDENT LOANS
Assignment of scholarships, grants-in-aid, or student loans shall be controlled by the faculty through the regularly constituted committee on student loans and scholarships.
Any financial aid or assistance to prospective students, in money or in kind, except from members of the student's immediate family or from those upon whom the student is legally dependent, shall be administered by the institution under the policies and procedures established by the institution through the regularly constituted committee on student loans and scholarships.
A member institution of the NAIA shall award no more institutionally-controlled financial aid to a student-athlete than the actual cost of: 1) tuition; 2) mandatory fees, books and supplies required for courses in which the student-athlete is enrolled; 3) board and room for the student-athlete only, based on the official board and room allowance listed in the institution's catalog. Further financial assistance to a student-athlete, other than listed above, by a member institution shall be prohibited.
TRYOUTS, AUDITIONS
Individual or group tryouts may be conducted only on campus, if tryouts are a part of the general institutional policy for the procurement of students with special talents.


RECRUITMENT (CONTACT) OF A
MATRICULATED STUDENT-ATHLETE
If, during the school year or summer vacation period, the athletics director, faculty athletics representative or coach of a member institution is contacted or becomes aware of contact by an athlete who was identified at another institution of higher learning (two-year or four-year), it shall be the responsibility of the contacted institution (athletics director or faculty athletics representative) to notify, in writing, the institution (athletics director, faculty athletics representative) where the athlete is presently enrolled, within 10 days following the first contact.
A coach or other representative of a member institution shall not make initial contact with an athlete who has matriculated at another institution. A coach or other representative of a member institution may respond to a contact by an athlete only after the athlete's identified institution (athletics director of faculty athletics representative) has been notified as prescribed above.
RECRUITMENT (CONTACT) OF A
NON-MATRICULATED STUDENT-ATHLETE
A coach or other representative of a member institution shall not contact an athlete who, prior to school beginning, has drawn equipment and is engaged in organized practice at another institution.


WHAT TO ASK AN INSTITUTION


The NAIA understands that the decision to attend a specific institution can be complicated.  Following are key but often overlooked questions on athletics and academics that will be of help.


Athletics
Describe your coaching style.
All coaches have different coaching styles and use different techniques for motivation and discipline.  It is to your benefit to ask this question to determine whether your learning style and the coach’s style would be a good fit.

What are your expectations for the upcoming year?
Obviously, all coaches would like to see their programs succeed each year.  By asking this question, you will learn the goals and objectives the coach has set forth to reach the final destination – a successful season.

Describe the walk-on process and the scholarship program.
You will learn how the coach handles his/her walk-ons.  Each coach and institution treats walk-ons differently.  Also, the scholarship programs will vary to some degree.

What role will I play on your team?
Many coaches will already have an idea of how they would like to utilize certain recruits.  You will be able to find out where the coach sees you fitting in on his/her team and why.

What demands does this sport require physically and what time is required?
It is important to know the physical demands that will be placed on you during your tenure as an athlete.  Also, you need to know how much time is spent with this sport so you may manage your study time wisely.

Academics
How strong is my degree program?
There are some institutions that have stronger programs than others.  There are also those institutions that specialize in specific degree programs.

Does this major mix well with athletics?
Some majors are more time consuming than others and may require labs or mandatory work outside of class hours.  You need to know the demands that will be placed on you within your major, to know if you are spreading yourself to thin through participating in athletics.

What is your view on academics?
Many coaches have different thoughts regarding athletics.  It is important to know that the coach’s philosophy on academics will compliment yours.

What percentage of athletes graduates in four years?
This will tell you about a coach’s commitment to academics.  Also, the team grade point average is a good indicator of academic commitment.

College Life
What is a typical day for a student-athlete?
You will learn a typical schedule that will include courses, practices, meal times, study times, etc.  This will give you insight as to how to manage your time and assist you with needed adjustments.

What does the institution’s services entail?
You will be informed of any study hall hours that may be required of you during your tenure.  Also, this is a good time to ask about the availability of tutors.

What is the average class size?
You will learn what type of attention you will be receiving as a student.  Some larger institutions have large classes that tend to be taught by teaching assistants.


How would you describe the residence halls/campus housing and will I be required to line in campus housing as a student-athlete?
Sometimes student-athlete housing is provided and included in the scholarship you are allotted.  It is important to know this before enrolling with the institution.  Also, coaches and other institutional faculty have a better idea of what the residence halls are like and where they are located on campus.

Financial Aid
What is the length of my scholarship and what type of scholarship is it?
Most institutional scholarships are for only one year.  Also, there are some scholarships that cover just tuition (or housing, or books) and others that cover housing, books, tuition, or full-ride scholarships.

Is there financial aid available for summer school?
Some athletes prefer to simply take the necessary course hours to be eligible to play during the season.  This could leave you with several credit hours that you may wish to pick up during the summer.  However, you may need financial assistance in the summer, so ask whether or not your financial aid packages cover summer expenses.

Describe the different financial aid packages.
It is important to know what your athletic scholarship entails.  Also, it is important to know if you can supplement your athletic scholarship with other financial aid packages the institutions offers.

If I get seriously injured and I am unable to participate, what will happen to my scholarship?
Institutions are not obligated to offer scholarships or financial aid past the term of the agreement.  It is important to know what the institution’s commitment to injured athletes is.

May I be employed while receiving a scholarship?
Find out if you can be employed while in season, or out of season.  Also, find out if you can be employed during vacations without violating your scholarship. 


NAIA ADVANTAGES
There are many advantages to competing in NAIA sports.  Besides that benefit of close-knit communities and small class sizes on the typical NAIA campus, NAIA athletics offer:

Maximum opportunity to participate in regular season contests and National Championships.  
Flexibility to transfer without missing a season of eligibility.
Fewer recruiting restrictions.
Focus on the education and character development of the student-athlete.

The NAIA recruitment process is less cumbersome, with fewer restrictions on the contact a student-athlete and coach can make.  More frequent communication aids in assuring that the student-athlete is comfortable with the choice of institution.  In the event the student-athlete feels that the school or team is not the right fit, he/she can transfer to another NAIA institution and compete the next season without sitting out a year.  While NAIA rules hold strict academic requirements, the process of establishing eligibility is streamlined since there is no clearinghouse.  We hope you strongly consider enrolling at an NAIA member institution.  
 
* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *
The material presented is not to be construed as a complete listing of all rules and regulations of the NAIA, but rather as a guide to assist athletes and institutional representatives in becoming more knowledgeable. All NAIA eligibility regulations are published in the official NAIA HANDBOOK. See your Director of Athletics or Faculty Athletics Representative for further information.
